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Chris Davy

I should probably get stuck into some actual useful stuff to help you guys learn some languages. Because all
I’ve done so far in these first few articles is talk about Scientific Study, and Substantiate.

You see what I’m saying?

Isn’t that perhaps one of the stupidest phrases you’ve ever heard? Seen? Experienced?

“Do you see what I’m saying?”

But in conversation, we say it.

“Oh yeah, I see what you’re saying.”

But no one bats an eye-lid.

And no one bats and eye-lid because – as everyone knows – the phrase refers to the mind’s eye. I can see, in
my mind’s eye, what it is you are saying. (But no eyelids)

We don’t actually see words spewing out of someone’s mouth so we can read them like text. But in reality,
we do ‘see’ them so we can ‘read’ them. You’ve just got to expand on your perception of what see and read
mean. Typically, when we think of ‘see’ we think of ‘with our eyes’. Which I’ve already proven is not the
only way we see. And we read … again … with our eyes. But what about a blind person. They use their
fingers, right? That’s still called reading, mate.What about when you aren’t looking at who you are
speaking to? But you understand them.

“That’s called hearing, Chris.”
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Yeah, yeah, yeah, but, but, but - but you still process it … read it … and to do that you see it in your mind’s
eye. I think…

Now I’ve just blown your mind wide open, and we are on board with being able to see and read with more
than just our eyes, this whole learning thing might become a whole lot easier.

Oh yeah, check this out as well. Some of you may already be in that willing and accepting 'headspace'. How
do I know? Go back and read the first paragraph again.

“Because all I’ve done so far in these first few articles is talk about Scientific Study, and Substantiate.”

I don’t think I’ve done any ‘talking’ here. This is quite clearly writing, and all I’ve done is writing. But some
of you didn’t even spot that. Yet, some people are still hung up on the fact that I wrote “talk” instead of
“write”. Haaaaaa haaaaa haaaa! Chill!

But what you did do, is see what I’m saying. Even though I’m writing it.

So yeah, there are definitely lots of different ways to see, read, and learn something. No one way is
necessarily better than the others. You might be more proficient at one compared to the others, and one
way may be more appropriate in a given situation, but everyone is different, and you arguably haven’t truly
learnt something fully unless you’ve learnt it in all these ways. Which means we can say that every day is a
school day and you are always learning because every moment is a brand new one.

This whole ‘see’ method, though. How do you use it?Well, I found a book at my Mum’s house ages ago. My
Mum and Step-Dad have a house in Spain, and have done so for years. My Mum has always dabbled with
Spanish, and she’s pretty good at it I’d say. Anyway, I found this book. No I’m not going to tell you what it
is, because I’m harsh. Seriously, I’m not going to tell you. Listen, it doesn’t matter what the book is.

(Just going to point out – no actual ‘listening’ taking place here mate either.) Essentially, the book
encourages you to create links between words in one language and words in another language. Just like all
the great stuff that happens here at Silly Linguistics. Not only that, if you can, you create a mental image, a
visualisation of that thing to help you remember what it is.

Naturally, the book only has the examples that it provides you with. Now, that’s all very well and good. BUT,
you can probably come up with your own examples, things that are maybe more significant to you and so
might be better suited to help you remember what words mean. If you can’t, then no bother, just learn
things based on what you are presented with. But I’m telling you, it is LOADSmore fun to make up your
own links. Plus, that is part of the skills you need to tap into to actually start using another language; the
ability to be creative with it.

Let me give you an example of something I made up. Drum roll please….

In Spanish, the word for Onion is… Cebolla. (Say-boh-ya)

Now…the way I take this particular example is…
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You know the film Pulp Fiction?Well, if you don’t you should watch it, it’s a cinematic masterpiece.
Anyway, in that film there is a scene where JulesWinnfield, Samuel L. Jackson’s character, is giving this guy
an absolute mouthful because he keeps saying the word what.

He ends up saying: “Say what one more goddamn time!”

He also says a bunch of other things which I won’t repeat here. (Man this is taking ages to explain.)

ANYWAY, in my mind, to remember what onion is in Spanish, I IMAGINE JulesWinnfield with an onion
for a head. And instead of saying… “Say what one more goddamn time!”

He’s saying…here it comes…the moment we’ve all been waiting for… “Say-boh-ya, one more goddam
time!”

i.e.

“Cebolla one more goddamn time!”

WITH ANONION FOR AHEAD! Ahahaha!!

And THAT people, is one way of how you use visualisation and seeing to recall and remember words.

*Bows*

Gold, I’m giving them absolute gold.
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